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In primis Druades hoc volunt perfuadere non interire animas, fed ab aliis 
poft mortem tranfire ad alios ; atque hoc. maxime ad virtuiem excitart 





“ putant, metn mortis negleco. Cefar. 
10- 
ws O hear a Woi talk of being govern’d by ~ fliall fet before them a fhore Hiflory of the feveral Al- 


ty Principle, ‘of being True to a Caufe, and 
Firm to the Intereft of his Party, is the 
grofleft Grimace, and moft palpable Bantér 
that ever bore.a Part among all thie Im- 
ovements of Modern Waggery.. Nature and Time are 
st fo fubjeet to Change, fo Fertile of Turns and Revo- 
ions, fo ufed to the thifting of the Scene, and exer- 
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» to ed with fuch a continual Flux and Series of Variety, 
Ab is that fickle inconftant Species and Order of Men. 
long ce their Rife and Exiftence in the World, they have 
rand emadured many ftrange Transformations, and pafled thro’ 
> do me vaft number of Shapes and different Appearances, 
mes, Megmfore they arrived at thar formidable Growth and Bulk 
pus Meqmpich they at prefent boat of. And for this Reafon it 
this Ieumethat Changing it felf is fo confiderable a Part of their 


nciples, and the Firft Article in their Creed : They 
the Reverfe of the Royal Motto, and Glory in not 
g the fame fix Months together. Trixmers, Turn- 
5, and Occafional Confir-nijts, ave fome of the prin- 


gems 

ar ali'Members’ of their Comnwnion; and fo are the 

of it: Me Dingarians and Nothingarians ; notwithftanding the 

ififul : Morals and Pagan Phi fiphers had always Reli- 

en we enough, without Revelation, to condemn thefe 
uj Memmpletable Hereticks and Diffenters from common Senfe , 

» ful the Light of Nature. The Whigs have made an Art 


ience of Inconftancy, and work’d up the Doctrine 
Revolutions into a Scheme or Syftem. Apoftacy is 

them Freedom, a natural Right ; and theretore 
ever would define a Whig, may call him an Ens Ne- 
wm; for let but a Man refolve not to be Firm to 
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late Title to that Name, and takes his Place among 

Party upon the Recommendation of his being un- 

ed and diforderly in his Principles. 

he Refiners of the Epicurean Sytem, are pleafed to 
5 That if we will but grant the Pre-exiftence and 
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findigmpetual Motion of Atoms, the Origin of the World 
“ {yall very eafily be accounted for, it being impoflible but 
rely {cfm the Courfe of fo many Jumbles and Mixtures, 
n 2 AMMeMaSS of Matter fhould at Jaft hit upon a lucky 
ily aif’, and meet in a regular orderly Form, which 
late S d make the whole Confiftent ; and that this Con- 


y is the World before us, which we admire and 
n. By the fame Rule, one would be apt to think, 
ince the Wigs, properly fpeaking, are the Atoms of 
olitical World, and fince they have had a confide- 
time to Roll and Gambol in, and play over all 
Changes and Chances, they fhould at length (if 
r Variety's fake) fall into Order, look upon fome 
lent, and come to a Confiftency: But they are 
ted Atoms, they ave Free-Agents, and_theretore 
they refolye to be fiill in the wrong, fill unfettled 
confiflent, it is not in the Power even of their 
Deity, Chance, to Reform or make them Better. 
tut apply to themfelves, fince they are Indepen- 
f every thing elfe; we matt endeavour to perfuade, 
y te make Reafon get the better of Cutom, and 
ible) of Jnffinél. That I may do this with fome 
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1 Profpect of Succefs, and prevail on them to be 
pon a time in the Right, to make an Experiment 
et and Repofe, and after changing fo often for 
fe, to try one Change more for the better, I 





itution in Church and Srate, and he has an im- ' 


terations and yarious Forms they have pefled thro’, from 
the time of their Infancy to their prefent Decay and 
Old Age, whereby I hope I flnll get them ro confider, 
that they hive no way to prevent a final Diflolution, 
but by becoming new Creatures, by a new Birth in a 
civil Senfe, by grafting themfelves upon that flourifhing 
Stock the Church and State, which they have fo often 
endeavour'd' to pluck up botl: Root and Branch, and 
remove it from the very Face of the Earth. The pre- 
fent Juncture is very propitious to thefe good Intennions; 
if I could by any means prevail on that ftubborn Gene- 
ration to entertain them ferioufly, and fer heartily about 
accomplifhing fo good a Work: They have now an 
Opportunity of giving Proof’ of their being Reconcil’d 
to their Country, and of coming into that Voluntary 
Coalition, which *tis in vain for the bef Politicians to 
protect, unlef§ they confentr to it, or thew a Difpofition 
to favour thar Defign ; and yet without which, we can 
never hope to fee that happy Union brought about; 
which all good Men with for, as the laftand only Thing 
wanting to render all our publick Bleflings perfe&, and 
make us a truly Great, Flourifhing, and Formidable 
People. : 

An tracing this fort Hiffory, which 1 call my Politica? 
Mctamorphofis, Uthall have fome regard to the Order of 
Time: For we are to know that the Spirit of Weigei/m, 
like one of Pythagoras’s Souls, as it lies embodied i che 
Leaders and Followers of that Patty, is fabjeét to Da.es 
and Periods 3 and to us often feents to die and expire ; 
but it only fhifts the Form, changes the Shape, and 
comes abroad again under another Name and Appear- 
ance. Tam to purfug it thro’ all thefe different Figures, 
and trace all irs various Changes, the better to prepare 
it for that great Change, which | hope will be the lait, 
as it is the only one to Perfestion. 

Whig zifm made its firff Appearance in the World 
under the Reign of a Great Outen ; whence I leave 
Prognofticators to make a reafonable Conjeture, whic- 
ther it ought not to make its Exit under the Reign of a 


Greater Queen, What we now call a Whig was, in the 
Days of Queen Elizabeth, a Puritan. This Creature, 


during its Infancy, was ftrangely Weak and Ricketty- 
The Fefuits were fuppofed to have had the largect Share 
in getting it; but having drop’d it upon the Place where 
it was Born, they took care to Infufe into it feveral 
pernicious Notions, relating to the Rights of Nature, 
the Subjeftion of Governors, and the Power of the Sub- 
je&, on purpof to make this little One a Thorn in the 
Sides of the Nation, which had lately provok’d them 
to Revenge themfelves, by Treating them only as they 
deferved. Some Scotch and Engifh travell’d Divines, 
trom Geneva and Frantfort, who were alfo bf Fathers 
to the Bantling, gave it all the Religiou’ Education it 
pretended to, which confifted in a ftrong Antipaily to 
wharever could be made to appear like che Shadow of 
Popery, tho’ by the moft remote Refemblances ; whe- 
ther ic were a- Maypole, a Leg of Mutton, a Ciffard, 2 
Square Cap, a Spoon, or a Sprig of Rajemary ; reterving, 
at the fame time, ‘as fincere a Paffion, tho’ in fecrec, for 
the Subftance of Popery, and rivalling Rome in all its 
Tyranny over the Souls, Bodies, and Goods of thofe 
both within amd without the Pale of its Communion. 


Thus 






















Thus the Pyritan fet out with its firft Equipment, both 
Temporal and Secular ; and preferved them entire and 


in conjunétion for fome time; and tho’ the Babe of 


Perdition had a mind to begin betimes, and play over 
moft of its mifchievous Tricks in its Minoriry, yet want- 
ing Courage and Contidence during its Nonage, Queen 
Elizabeth, who foon faw if it were not look’d after, 
what it would come to, kept a ftrict Hand over it, and 
ufed it to the wholfome Chaftifement of the Rod and Fe- 
rula. \n King Fames’s Time it grew up and gather'd 


Strength: That Ingenious Monarch contented Himfelf 


to make a few Jefts upon the Child, to divert Himfelf 
with fome of its unlucky Pranks, and out of the Good- 
nefs of His Nature, often fpar’d it, becaufe ic made Him 
Sport. He went fo far as to admit it fometimes to 
Conti not knowing that in time it might live to Bite 
hjs Son and Heir’s off. When King Charles 1, came 
- tothe Crown, then the firft great Divifion was made 
between the Temporal Puritan and the Spiritual. The 
Temporal Puritan was more immediately concerned in 
Affairs of State ; he drew over feveral Men of Figure 
and Effate to his Party, and arm’d them with all their 
Force againft the Power and Perfon of their Sovereign. 
Hence he affum'd the Name of Republican. As for Re- 
ligion, he was Zealous againft the only True One, and 
Indifferent in his Choice of all the reft. The Spiritual 
Puritan was diftinguifhed by the Title of Diffenter, in- 
cluding all the feveral Seéts that were in League againft 
the Church ; and —, Office ping A nem 208 to 
the Hoft of Temporal Puritans or icans, and as oc- 
cafion offer’d, to draw a Carnal Sword on the fame Side, 
for the tee at firft, and after that for the Pullin 
down of Principalities and Powers. They now affum’ 
all Dominion to themfelves, as peremptorily, as their 
Predeceffors had difclaim’d ict; and utterly renounced 
the Meeknefs and Patience of the Saints of King Fames 
and Queen Elizabeth's Reign. GOD was pleafed to 
give them Succefs, and fuffer them to make Tryal of the 
Nature of thofe frantick abfurd Projeéts which they had 
been concerting, for the Good of Mankind. By Expe- 
rience their Saints were found to be Devils ; their Pa- 
triots, Tyrants; their Religion, Avarice; and their 
Schemes and Syftems, Confufion. This reduced them 
to a Neceflity of permitting wifer Heads than their own 
to manage Affairs, after they had perplex’d and em- 
broil’d them ; not forgetting or relinquifhing their Old 
Principles, but only refolving to Refine upon and Im- 
rove them. Accordingly, after the Re/foration, the 
Repeblicans who then began to affume the Name of 


- Whigs, becaufe they were fufficiently afham’d and weary 


of their former Name, openly déclar’d for Monarchy, 
but fuch a Monarchy, fo reftrained and limited, as to 
make the Sovereign the Creature and Servant of the 
People. As for Religion, they we! defir'd that their 
Brethren the Dijenters might be Tolerated, and they 
would be contented to own the Churciy of England, fo 
they might have Her entirely in their Keeping, and ride 
Her down at Difcretion. On the other hand, the Dyf- 
fenters reaffam’d the Primitive Dovelike Form, they 
talk’d of Patience and Suffering: They ask’d only the 
Liberty of Whining by themfelves in private ; and 
fomething of a further Godly Reformation was all they 
, without offering at Root and Branch, as they 
had formerly done. Whilft this Spirit reign’d, Mode- 
ration was more than an empty Name; and the True 
Lovers of our Conftirution made an Advantage of that 
Junéture, and obtain‘d feveral wholfome Laws, in behalf 
of the Subjeét and of True Englifh Liberty. But the 
want of Power was fo irkfome to the Confcience of a 
Whig, that this Calm did not laitlong. Plots were fet on 
foot for reftoring the Goed Old C.ufe ; and no wonder 
the Yefuits join’d to forward thofe Excellent Principles, 
Osa oe igs originally Jearn’d under their Tuition. 
In the midft of this Struggle, King Fsmes came to the 
Throne, and then 2 newand furprizing Scene of Things 
came uppermoft. The Whigs footh’d him in his: Extra- 
ncies, and affifted him in the unjuft Acquifition of 
‘Abfolute Power, for the fake of Sharing the Spoils of 
the Church of England with him, and of being his 
Hangmen Executioners. When this Project fail’d, 


like great Politicians, they deferted him in good Time. 
and after that, ic was thought they would never mo, 
have accufed the Church of England of being f dfe tah 
Proteftant Intere(t, or Betrayers of the Liberites of the; 
Country. The Noife and Buftle they made abour theip 
Deliverer, unlackily brought them into Play, and they 
again that they might rid themfelves of fo formidabje, 
Rival, they began afrefh to Blacken and Afperfe th 
Church, and to Perfecute thofe to whom they had f;. 
metly been glad to fue for a Toleration. Stanch Repy) 
licans, and Bawlers for Liberty and Property, becan. 
the Props and Supporters of a new unheard-of Pre... 
gative. They cry'd down Parliamentary Right, th, 
Power of the Commons, aid Freedom of Elethons, 1, 
Revolution was a more Divine Right than Laberitay, 
and the Deliverer was prompted to accomplith, why 
the Abdicated Monarch had been Expell'd for Attemp, 
ing. The Diffenters chim’d in with this Voice of a f, 
ttion, which was mifcall’d the Voice of the People, an) 
after that, the Voice of God; and the better t ftrengthe i 
their Hands, the Deifs, Socinians, Free Thinker; 2) 
Atheifis, were call'd in to their Affifance, and added 
the Number of their Impurities andCorruptions. Whe, 
Her prefent Majefly came regularly and quietly to 1, 
ne, much contrary to their Defigns and Expea 
tions, tho’ the Church of England began only to ni 
Breath, and recover fome of her former Loffes, yet the 
again Popery and Abfolute Power was the Word, by 
coming in, and they left in defpair of fharing the P, 
fits. ‘To prevent this, they had recourfe to their 
Arts and Subtilties : By the bafe(t Treachery imaginal) 
by feeding their Avarice and making Court to th 
Ambition, both alike infatiable, they won over to th 
Side the only Tzo Perfons, who could at that time 
them in their wicked Defigns upon the Church ; ; 
rather than the True Intereft of Great Britain th 
prevail, they gave up our Blood and Treafure, our 
nour and Safety, to the devouring Jaws of Strangers 
Aliens, by a courfe of Management, which had no 
cedent among all the frantick Meafures and Extm 
ancies of their Predeceffors. They, who never 
reconcil’d to the Regal Power, were for makin 
General much greater thana Monarch ; and tho’ 
never could be Hearty tor any Form of Governm 
but the Republican, yet they were now as Zealows| 
Stratocrafy, the worft Form of Government in: 
World, and moft dire&ly contrary to True Lily 
When this Game was taken out of their Hands, t 
betook themfelves to their old Clamour and Turbuk 
of Spirit, tho’ in the moft unaccountable manner, 
with the worft Grace imag inable. Popery is now 4 
ig in, they know not which way; neither by 5 
Cuftards, or May-Poles, but it 15 coming in;t 
fay it, and that’s fufficient. The Proteffant Succeff 
in danger, they know not how ;_ but they are ref 
to make fuch a Difturbance about ir, as is the moll 
ly Method to deprive us of that Security. Eng’i/h i 
ty is gone, they can’t tell where ; i they ¢ 
Day convice us, that they enjoy fo much of it, ast 
able to abufe it at any time in the groffeft manne: 
fhort, they do not pretend to follow their Ant 
in any thing, but in the general Difpofition to 4 
chief; and there they are the vileft of Bungle, 
moft wretched Mimicks. They have no Pring 
but leaving thofe Bawbles, are gone after Ma 
Names ; Men, as void of good Condutt, as the} 
of Senfe and Signification. They cannot tell w 
Part of the Good Old Canfe is left among thet 
which it is worth their while to be totally Ruined: 
therefore as their Anceftors would not own theg, 
Pofterity will never pity them. ° 
This, in fhort, is their Hifory. Let the Wor! 
whether they have not Turn’d, and Tack’d, andC 
to fine Purpofe, fince they are no longer able to 
themfclves, and can no more call themfelves 4 
or a confiftent Body of Men, than a Chaos is a Wh 
a heap of Ruins a compleat Piece of Architetture. 
need not advife them. Since they cannot alter 
Worfe, the next Change they make mufft, of 1 
be for the Better. 
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